STUDIES   IN   PROSE
this hypothetical form of definition wherever
definition is required by the nature of the
subject.
But language does not exist solely to min-
ister to thought, and to our poetically living
and sympathetic apprehension of the world
and its events that substantializing of depend-
ent conceptions is no less indispensable than
it is dangerous for thought. The same holds
true of another drawback of language which
is but rarely felt, yet when it is plainly per-
ceived; is seen to be of some magnitude. See-
ing that in speech the elements of thought are
<Dnly successively presented, even in the most
natural style of expression it is impossible
always to avoid an order of words occurring
that does not answer to the combination of the
ideas denoted by them; but in a cultured style,
with its tendency to intertwine much that in
simpler speech is exprest in detached coordi-
nate clauses, there is often a most striking per-
version of the order apparently required by
the general purport of the context. Undoubt-
edly an awkward use of these liberties is felt
as cumbrous obscurity; but how much can be
tolerated in this respect by our conceptive and
constructive imagination is shown most plain-
ly by the collocation of words in Latin poetry.
Even where they divide closely coherent and
separately unintelligible parts of the dis-
course, we yet can often hit upon a manner
of reading and accenting such as even in this
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